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will be honored in a ceremony to re-
name Haynesville High School Memo-
rial Stadium to Red Franklin-Memo-
rial Stadium. 

Coach Franklin’s talent and leader-
ship in athletics grew in high school 
where he lettered each year of his ca-
reer in football, baseball, and basket-
ball. After receiving a scholarship to 
play football at the University of Ala-
bama, Coach Franklin transferred to 
Louisiana College where he met his be-
loved wife, Beth Langford. Mr. and 
Mrs. Franklin, who have been together 
50 years, are the proud parents of three 
sons who played football under Coach 
Franklin’s leadership and grandparents 
of seven grandchildren, all of whom 
continue to inspire him as a coach, fa-
ther, and grandfather. 

Coach Franklin began his coaching 
career in Marksville, LA, in 1961. He 
later became an assistant coach at 
Haynesville High School. He was then 
promoted to head coach in 1967, and 
served in that position for 35 years. 
During his career as head coach, Coach 
Franklin accumulated 366 wins, 8 ties, 
and only 76 losses in a total of 450 
games, earning the rank of second 
place for Louisiana’s best all time, all- 
class, head coaching record. Through-
out his tireless professional efforts, 
Coach Franklin also devoted much of 
his time to the youth in his commu-
nity and the State as an educator, 
leader, and role model. 

Coach Franklin’s distinguished ca-
reer includes many awards, honors, and 
decorations. Among them are State 
Coach of the Year for 6 years, District 
Coach of the Year for 23 years, Region 
Five Coach of the Year for 2 years, and 
inductions into the Louisiana Sports, 
Louisiana College, National Federation 
of State High School Associations, and 
North Louisiana Chapter of the Na-
tional Football Foundation Halls of 
Fame. Coach Franklin’s career leaves a 
legacy of accomplishment, service, and 
dedication to all those who are a part 
of Louisiana’s strong communities and 
football tradition. 

Coach Franklin has been and con-
tinues to be an inspiration to those 
who have been impacted by his leg-
endary coaching tenure. It is with my 
greatest sincerity that I ask my col-
leagues to join me along with Coach 
Franklin’s family in recognizing the 
hard work, devotion, and many 
achievements of this incredible leader. 
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TRIBUTE TO FORREST GERARD 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, on 
the 40th anniversary of the introduc-
tion of the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act in 1973, I 
wish to honor a distinguished advocate 
for Indian Country and one of the key 
architects of the Act, Forrest J. Ge-
rard, and recognize him for a lifetime 
committed to public service. 

Forrest, a member of the Blackfeet 
Tribe, was the first American Indian to 
draft and facilitate the passage of In-
dian legislation through Congress. Dur-

ing the 1970s, Forrest partnered with 
Senator Henry ‘‘Scoop’’ Jackson to 
dramatically change the United States’ 
policy on Indian affairs. Together, they 
ended the policy of termination and as-
similation, and launched the era of 
self-governance and self-determination, 
which continues to guide Federal In-
dian policy today. 

Forrest’s service began with the U.S. 
Army Air Corps as a member of a 
bomber crew in World War II. After fly-
ing 35 combat missions over Nazi-occu-
pied Europe, he became the first mem-
ber of his family to attend college, re-
ceiving a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Montana in 1949. 

Over the next two decades, Forrest 
worked for the State of Montana, the 
newly formed Indian Health Service, 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs as a legis-
lative liaison officer, and as the Direc-
tor of the Office for Indian Progress in 
the Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare. His goal was to enable fu-
ture generations of Indian leaders to 
build healthy and educated commu-
nities. 

Forrest arrived at the U.S. Senate in 
1971 to work with Senator Jackson, 
then chair of the Committee on Inte-
rior and Insular Affairs. Senator Jack-
son had become a strong supporter of 
self-determination, and believed For-
rest Gerard, with his significant back-
ground with Federal agencies and his 
understanding of the American Indian 
experience, would bring an important 
perspective to the debate. Forrest was 
able to combine significant issue exper-
tise with his solid relationships with 
tribes to enact meaningful legislation 
that would alter the course of Indian 
affairs. 

Forrest’s unique skills and relation-
ships played a critical role in pro-
ducing the landmark Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance 
Act. With the leadership of Senator 
Jackson and Forrest Gerard, this crit-
ical bill was signed by President Ford 
in 1975 and remains the basis for Fed-
eral dealings with tribal governments. 

Following the success of the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act, Forrest worked to 
strengthen tribal governance by help-
ing to pass the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act and the Submarginal 
Lands Act. 

As Native American journalist Mark 
Trahant put it: 

Gerard did great work—subtly, without 
fanfare, and too often without recognition or 
even thanks. His approach was honesty and 
directness in dealing with Indian Country, 
and he never wavered in his loyalty to the 
Tribes. 

Today we recognize Forrest Gerard 
for his dedication, intelligence, and 
persistence, which paved the way for 
the political achievements that trans-
formed the landscape of Indian affairs. 
Tribes now have greater autonomy in 
managing their resources, preserving 
their cultures, and utilizing their land 
base. And the government-to-govern-
ment relationship between the United 

States and tribes is now a mature rela-
tionship. 

Forrest Gerard was honored for his 
work by the National Congress of 
American Indians. In 1977 President 
Jimmy Carter appointed him to be the 
first Assistant Secretary for Indian Af-
fairs. Forrest spent the last 30 years 
advising Indian people on how to effec-
tively participate in developing policy 
with government leaders and be part of 
the political process. Forrest truly has 
devoted his life to empowering tribal 
communities. 

I think we are long overdue in com-
mending Forrest for his pioneering, in-
dustrious career as a voice for Indian 
Country. Today we celebrate his lead-
ership in charting a new path for 
American Indians—a path that won the 
support of Congress, tribal govern-
ments, and the Nation. 

Forrest Gerard is a hero among a new 
generation of great Indian leaders. And 
his contributions will be remembered 
forever. 
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TRAIL END CENTENNIAL 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, 
today I wish to celebrate the centen-
nial of the Trail End State Historic 
Site in Sheridan, WY. 

John Benjamin Kendrick is one of 
Wyoming’s most remarkable politi-
cians. As an orphan in Texas, Kendrick 
faced many challenges growing up. He 
spent much of his childhood in poverty 
and eventually took a job trailing cat-
tle as far north as Montana. Finally, 
near the Bighorn Mountains of north-
eastern Wyoming, Kendrick found his 
home. 

It was there that John Kendrick and 
his wife Eula began their family. The 
couple had two children, Rosa-Maye 
and Manville. After years on the fam-
ily’s OW Ranch outside of Sheridan, 
Kendrick decided to build an estate in 
town. It took 5 tedious years to com-
plete the dream house. With superb 
workmanship, inspired decoration, and 
fine materials, the Kendrick family fi-
nally completed the building in 1913 
and named their home the Trail End. 

Kendrick and his family were only 
able to spend a short period of time in 
the house. In 1914, Kendrick was elect-
ed Governor of Wyoming. During his 
term, Governor Kendrick was known 
for working with the State legislature 
to establish a State workmen’s com-
pensation system and a Statewide pub-
lic utilities commission. He also cham-
pioned many important causes, includ-
ing women’s suffrage and support for 
struggling farmers. 

Within 2 years, he was elected to the 
United States Senate. He was Wyo-
ming’s first Senator to be elected by 
popular vote under the 17th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution. During 
his 17 years in the U.S. Senate, he fo-
cused on issues that are still important 
to Wyoming: Irrigation, land use, and 
the protection of natural resources. 
Kendrick served as chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Public Lands and 
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